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REVEREND BRETHREN, 


NDEBTED ſolely, under Providence, 


I 


for the diſtinguiſhed ſituation in which his 
_ goodneſs has placed me, I can neither too 
publicly avow, nor too warmly expreſs my 
gratitude; which will be beſt expreſſed by 
an immediate endeavour to anſwer the purpo- 
ſes of my appointment. 


WIr this view, I have Keidel the 
earlieſt opportunity of holding my primary 


viſitation; urged by my own ſenſe of duty; 
the reſpect owing to this my native dioceſe ; 
and an earneſt deſire of becoming acquainted 
with my Clergy. 


Wu xx I contemplate the very ſuperior 


abilities of ſome who have preceded me in 
this See; when I reflect that it has been 


| — by a Burnet, a Hoadly, and a Sherlock ; 


A | I can- 


to the gracious opinion of His Majeſty 
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T cannot, while I feel a veneration for their 
memories, but feel alſo a degree of awe 
at being elevated into their ſeat ; conſei- 
ous of powers which bear no proportion to 


theirs. But though I lament the inferiority 


of thoſe powers; yet I will not yield, even 
to them, in zeal-for the honour of religion ; 


in attention to the means by which it may 


molt effectually be maintained; in attachment 
to the juſt rights of The Church of England; 
or in promoting the credit of a Clergy, whoſe 
eſteem it will be my pride to obtain: who I 


truſt will interpret both my language now, 


and my conduct hereafter with that candour 


which is ever the characteriſtic of ingenuous 


and liberal diſpoſitions. 


PERMIT me to aſſure you, Reverend Bre- 


thren, that I enter upon my office with an 


ardent wiſh of contributing to the general 
welfare, and that of each individual among 


you; of being conſidered as the common 
friend: of all; and with a determination of 
declining no trouble where I can be of ſer- 
vice. My ears ſhall ever be open to informa- 
tion, and my mind to conviction, My judg- 

ments both of men and things ſhall be found- 


ed on facts and evidence; and I will know 
| | no 
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no diſtinctions but thoſe which reſult from 


character. 


{ 


As I cannot either on this, or any future 


ſimilar occaſion, ſatisfactorily diſcharge my 


duty without reminding you of yours, my 


reſolution is, never to ſelect any curious topic 
of ſpeculation, unconnected with the valuable 


purpoſes of theſe meetings; but to recall your 


attention to the ſolemn engagements you en- 


tered into at your ordination; to employ it 
on ſuch general queſtions as the importance 


of the Parochial Miniſter's character to the 


intereſts of religion requires; or the peculiar 
circumſtances of this dioceſe, when I become 


better acquainted with them, demand. Little 


ſolicitous about the elegance of compoſition, 
I am anxious in the extreme to deliver my 

ſentiments with fimplicity and freedom: 
anxious that you ſhould believe my expreſſi- 
ons flow from a real regard towards you ; 
from a wiſh that you ſhould never forget what 
you owe to God, to men, to yourſelves, and 
to your country ; and that you ſhould con- 


ſtantly act under the cleareſt conviction how 


impoſſible it is for you to promote your own 
intereſts temporal and eternal, by any other 
method ſo effectually as by conſcientiouſly 

A 2 endeavour- 
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endeavouring to diſcharge your duty by thofe, 
with whom you ſtand connected by the moſt 
ſolemn ties, and the moſt ſacred obligations. 


T xx firſt object of a Parochial Miniſter 
ſhould be to gain the eſteem, the affection 
and the confidence of his people. The good 
opinion of the world will follow of courſe. 
Without theſe his labours will be fruitleſs, 
and even his virtues ineffectual. Difficult as 
this may ſeem, and much more difficult as it 
has at times been repreſented, it is yet far 
eaſter than is too commonly ſuppoſed. The 
pains he may beſtow upon the acquiſition will 
be amply repaid by every advantage a good 
mind would with to derive from that applica- 
tion which it owes as a debt of juſtice to 
others, perſonal comfort, and public benefit. 
Mankind are neither ſo perverſe nor ſo un- 


grateful as not to feel in ſome degree that 


merit which is exerted in their ſervice; and 
though perhaps they may neither acknowlege 
nor improve by it as they ought; yet they 
will internally reverence the ſteady ſober 
Chriſtian zeal which they perceive animating 
the labours of their Miniſter to make them 
good, and happy. Our paſſions miſguide our 
reaſonings on this as well as every other ſub- 
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ject; they give their own colouring to our 
opinions; and incline us to adopt too readily 


a contrary ſuppoſition from the flattery which 


it offers to our indolence. 


THAT immediate or univerſal ſucceſs 


ſhould attend the moſt active, the beſt di- 
rected pains, is what neither Reaſon nor Re- 


velation lead us to expect; but there is the 


higheſt authority for believing that perſeve- 


rance in miniſterial as well as every other 


ſpecies of well doing will finally attain it's 
_ purſuit; and, that in the end, the true ' La- 


„ bourer in the Lord's harveſt, if he faint 
* not, will certainly reap.” 


SINCE his own happineſs, and the religi- 
ous improvement of thoſe whom Providence 
has conſigned to his care, depend upon the 
opinion they entertain of his heart and un- 
derſtanding; upon the ideas they form of his 


character as a man, and his behaviour as a 


Clergyman ; upon the proofs they diſcover of 
attention or of negligence in his private life 
and public miniſtrations; how careful ought 
he to be in all theſe points! How ſolicitous, 
in the energetic language of the ordination 
ſervice, that neither he himſelf offend, nor is 
the 


(43 


the cauſe that others offend! The reflection 
that his utility, and the very exiſtence of re- 
ligion among them owe their origin and con- 
tinuance to the favourable impreſſion which 


his people receive, muſt dictate and enforce 


ſuch a temper and ſuch a conduct as will gain 
their eſteem by convincing them that .he is 
in reality what his appointment to their pa- 
riſh implies, and what he has ſo ſolemnly 
promiſed to be, their ſpiritual director, advi- 
ſer and friend; exemplifying in his own life 


and manners 8 Chriſtian doctrines which he 


teaches, and the Chriſtian virtues he recom- 
mends to them. 


As diligence in fulfilling the engagements 
he virtually made at his inſtitution will ope- 
rate moſt powerfully in his favour, ſo an in- 
attention to them will inevitably injure him 
in the opinion of his people. If they ſee him 
lead an idle trifling life, they will deſpiſe 
both his perſon and inſtructions. I do not 


mean that every moment of his time ſhould 


be employed in the concerns of his pariſh. 
All fair allowances muſt be made for thoſe 
_ neceſſary avocations, thoſe reaſonable relaxa- 
tions which the ſtate of human nature re- 
| quires, and the Goſpel permits: but the largeſt 


portion 
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portion of his time, thoughts, and endeavours 
ſhould be directed to the infuſing a juſt ſpirit 


of Religion amo is people, to the con- 


vincing them of the folly as well as of the 
wickedneſs of fin; that while it precludes 
them from the joys of a future world, it is 


ſure to injure their moſt valuable intereſts in 


this; and that, if they wiſh to be happy, 


even in this life, they muſt be good. 


IpLENEss is inconfiſtent with, and incapa- 


citates the Pariſh Prieſt from a due diſcharge 
of every part of his important office; which 


ranks among the very firſt in the ſtate, if 
rank be eſtimated by the value of the office 
to the benefit of the Community. The ex- 
ertion of all his powers, of all his induſtry, 
are requiſite for the due performance of the 


work he has undertaken. The employment 


to which he has under the moſt ſacred vows 
dedicated himſelf, is reclaiming the vitious, - 
awakening the ſecure, ſatisfying the doubt- 
ful, ſtrengthening the wayering, recovering 
the fallen, being uſeful to all. 


To attain theſe important objects of his 


Miniſtry, and to make his people ſenſible 
that he is not inactive in their ſervice, he 


muſt ſtudy their diſpoſitions, obſerve the vices 
| moſt 


Cy 


molt prevalent among them ; try to diſcover 
and apply the remedies. Public inſtruction 


alone, unaſliſted by private advice, ſeaſonably 


and diſcreetly given, will never ſo thoroughly 
gain the affections and better the hearts of his 
people, as to make them what he muſt wiſh 

them to be, either for their happineſs, or his 
own. He will ſoon perceive the beneficial 
conſequences reſulting from ſuch a plan of 
conduct ; they are too obvious to require a 
diſtin& ſpecification ; they will more than 


compenſate for any trouble they may coſt ; by 


the reſpe& and influence they will create ; by 
the wonderful facility they will give to all 
his endeavours ; by the pleaſing approbation 
of his own mind, and by the favour of God. 


OrPos Epo to idleneſs is activity miſem- 
ployed on improper objects, and purſued to 


that exceſs in procuring ſecular emoluments 


as to degenerate into worldly- mindedneſs. 
This vice (for a vice it certainly is in a Cler- 
gyman) tends equally with the former to di- 
miniſh his weight with his people; to pre- 
clude all means of doing them ſervice; and 
eventually, to defeat the effects of any good 


_ qualities he may chance to poſſeſs. Let me 


not be miſunderſtood, It is the too eager, 
: too 


{ 9 ) 

too inordinate love of this world ; that love 
of it which interferes with known acknow- 
ledged duty, againſt which this caution is le- 
velled ; not againſt the fair reaſonable advan- 
tages to which the Clergy in common with 
the reſt of mankind are entitled from their 
profeſſion. The dedication of their time and 
talents to the ſervice of God, and the good 
of his creatures, has it's claim to ſomething 
more than bare ſupport ; to a juſt proportion 
of worldly comforts with the reſt of their fel- 
low citizens. For hard indeed would be our 
lot, if we were debarred from thoſe advantages 
which the induſtrious in every other ſituation 
of life are ſure to acquire. 


Tr1s unhappy diſpoſition of worldly-mind- 
edneſs peculiarly diſqualifies us from the effi- 
cacious diſcharge of our function; it con- 
tracts the mind inſtead of enlarging it to the 
full meaſure of that extenſive benevolence 
which the Goſpel ſo engagingly inculcates ; 
it betrays. us into a variety of meanneſs, un- 
worthy our character, and ſinks us below that 
eſtimation, which if we would preſerve our 
_ dignity or our uſefulneſs, we muſt ſupport ; 
and expoſes us to that diſlike and contempt, 


which if we are not callous to every finer 
B | ſen- 


% 


ſenſation of our nature we muſt both feel and 
| lament. 


»” 


Unves theſe two oppoſite extremes may 
fairly be comprehended all that relates to the 
general conduct of each individual towards 
his people. They preſcribe the rules for form- 
ing his temper, and behaviour, and point out 


the means by which he may enſure eſteem and 
ſucceſs. | 


BETORRE I cloſe what I have to offer on this 
Head, let it not be imagined I deſcend beneath 


_ the dignity which the occaſion of our meeting, 

the aſſembly itſelf, the ſpeaker, or the place 
demand, if I hint to the younger part of my 
audience, and it originates not from particular, 


but from general obſervation, the neceſſity 


of attention to that decent becoming ſimpli- 
city of dreſs and apparel which the Church 
of England enjoins her Miniſters to obſerve, 
which ſtrikes the eye of every beholder, and 


which in conjunction with the ſuperior influ- 
ence of the higher branches of duty, will 


conciliate the opinion of their own * 
and the world at Rare: h 


Taz 
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T n x happy effects of avoiding whatever 
can leſſen the credit of the Parochial Mini- 
ſter, and of ſteadily purſuing a contrary plan 
will not be confined within the limits of our 
own communion; they will extend to thoſe 
who differ from us either in the eſſentials of 


faith, or in the mode of worſhip, and the fun- 


damentals of Church government. Nor will 
they operate leſs powerfully in preſerving his 
flock from the ſeduction to which it will 


otherwiſe be expoſed from perſons of another 
deſcription; perſons, who profeſs the moſt 


rigid piety ; who propagate their wild con- 


ceits with much eagerneſs ; who charge the 
Parochial Clergy with not adhering to the 


purity of Religion either in doctrine or in 


Practice; but who themſelves vent the moſt 
extravagant notions, as repugnant to the ge- 
nius and the precepts of the Goſpel, as they 
are to that reaſon which they vilify and deſ- 


piſe; who in an authoritative tone excite 
groundleſs fears and groundleſs hopes, indiſ- 
poſe the people to liſten to the inſtructions of 
their miniſter, and teach them to undervalue 


his 6rdinances; and in defiance of that Ec- 


cleſiaftical authority. of which they pretend 


at times to be ſo ſcrupulouſly obſervant, both 


V 


1 


: preach and pray out of the Church, * to 


which the wiſdom of our Eſtabliſhment 


has ſo prudently reſtrained it;. and who, final- 
ly, cauſe that ſchiſm of which they declare 
themſelves. the moſt ſtrenuous oppoſers. 
How or when all theſe irregularities and 
evils, the united product of ignorance of the 
nature of Chriſtianity, of miſguided zeal, 

and ungoverned enthuſiaſm, will terminate, 
it may not be eaſy to conjecture. But as they 


cannot but give real pain to every ſober be- 


| lever, may God grant, that they do not en- 
creaſe through our faults! May he induce each 


of us in our ſeveral ſtations to bring this mat- 


ter home to our own breaſts; and to aſk our- 
ſelves theſe ſerious queſtions! Have I conſci- 
entiouſly diſcharged my duty as a Miniſter of 
Chriſt? Have I by negligence, by worldly- 
mindedneſs, by levity of behaviour, by un- 
due attachment to the pleaſures and the gaye- 
ties of life, by an inattentive or precipitate 
performance of my public miniſtrations, or 
by any other vice or fault given advantage to 
thoſe who ſeek advantage againſt me? May 
not indifference and Iukewarmneſs in me in 
the ſupport and extenſion of genuine righte- 


* Canons, 71, 72. | 
ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, have been in pretence, if not in 
reality, one cauſe of a heated overrighteouſ- 


neſs in them? Let it not here be imagined 
that I intend cenſure where I only mean 


caution, I wiſh to put all upon their guard 


againſt opinions, which were they once to 


obtain univerſally would ſubvert every thing 
valuable in ſociety, in government, and in 
Religion. 915 


Bor though we ſhould exert our diligence 
to prevent our people's being infected by the 


_ abſurd and pernicious notions to which I have 
alluded, we ſhould ſhew all poſſible tenderneſs 


to thoſe who maintain them, We may then 


perhaps in the event perſuade them, but we 


ſhall certainly perſuade others, that it is their 
opinions alone which we oppoſe from a con- 


viction of their alarming tendency; and they 


who are not too far gone in enthuſiaſm may 
be regained to the ſober truth as it is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, by the exertion of a genuine 


zeal, who were miſled into error by the diſ- 


play of an adulterated one. And what may 
juſtly merit our moſt ſerious conſideration, if 


they gain proſelytes by miſtaking this princi- 


ple and applying it to falſe objects; we ſurely 


may with equal ſucceſs counteract their at- 


temps, 


* 

- tempts, by directing it temperately, ſteadily, 
. and judiciouſly to true ones. Should there 
chance among thoſe who hear me to be any 
who have adopted the opinions hinted at, and 
who make them' the ſtandard: of their faith 
and practice, they will allow me with the ten- 
derneſs of a man, who pities their miſtakes, 
to remind them that they do not ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſh in reading the New Teſtament, 
and applying it's language, between men and 
things in the infancy of the Goſpel, and it's 
preſent ſtate ; between the apoſtolical powers 
and their own. They unhappily forget that 
the extraordinary operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit have long ſince ceaſed; that it's ordinary 
effects are conſiſtent with our free agency; 
and are not manifeſted in fancied impulſes 
or imaginary calls, but in the more certain 
evidence of it's fruits, a good life. They for- 
get that to ſtretch themſelves beyond their 
proper line, and to intrude into the province 
of other men is unauthoriſed and unwarrant- 
able : ſince every miniſter is accountable 
to his great Maſter for the truſt com- 
mitted to his charge. They ſhould remem- 
ber likewiſe, that by unſettling the minds of 
their followers as to Chriſtian virtue and good 
works; fixing them on viſionary notions of 
an inactive faith; deſtroying their utility in 

per form- 
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performing the duties of common life, ſo 


valuable in the ſight of God when properly 
performed; and by ſubſtituting the dreams of 
a warm imagination in the place of the clear 
deciſions of the Goſpel, and the cool deter- 
minatians. of the judgment with reſpect to 


the ſtate of their ſouls, they retard inſtead of 


advancing the cauſe they would be thought 
moſt anxiouſly to ſerve: and finally let them 
reflect while the beſt friends of Revelation 


behold with concern the injuries it receives 


through their errors, what triumph they 
afford to it's moſt inveterate enemies. 


The topics on which I have hitherto in- 


ſiſted preſuppoſe reſidence on your reſpective 


cures. New to my preſent - ſituation, and 
unappriſed of the ſtate of reſidence in the 


dioceſe, my ſentiments cannot be conſidered 


as ariſing from doubt or miſtruſt. I hope 
to find it what I earneſtly wiſh, for your 
own credit, for that of your order, for 
the benefit of your people, for the expec- 
tations of the world. Reſidence necceſſarily. 
reſults from the very idea of an eſtabliſh- 
ed Clergy. The manſion, the glebe, the en- 
dowment, manifeſt the intention of the 
founders of and of the legiſla- 


ture 


ö 

ture. The pious views. of the former were 
confirmed by the civil wiſdom of the latter; 
each diſcerning that the real purpoſes of re- 
ligion could never be promoted but by a reſi- 
dent Clergy. Cogent as theſe motives muſt 
be on worthy minds, there are others-which 
will affect them ſtill more powerfully ; the 
ſolemn engagements expreſily ſtipulated at 
_ ordination, and virtually at inſtitution. 


The ſubſtitute, eſpecially the temporary or 
occaſional one, can never with equal efficacy 
_ ſupply the abſence of his principal. Can the 
ſubſtitute have ſo deep an intereſt in the affec- 
tion or the religious concerns of the pariſh as 
the appointed Miniſter ? can he enter fo pro- 
perly or with the ſame weight into many of 
the moſt important parts of Parochial duty ? 
Can his public or his private inſtructions ; 
can his ſecret exhortations and admonitions 
(that eſſential branch of the paſtoral office) 
flow from the ſame accurate knowlege of the 
perſons addrefled, and from which alone they 
can derive their efficacy ? Can the ſame relief 
be adminiſtred to the neceſſities of the poor? 
Can there be the ſame interpoſition to prevent 
or accommodate diſputes ? Can that variety of 

mutual good offices ſubſiſt, which give ſuch 
reſpect 
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reſpe& to the Paſtor, ſuch. comfort to the 
Flock? 


Wr I have . on this ſubject 
will not be miſunderſtood as extending in- 
diſcriminately to all incumbents, but muſt 


from its nature be varied according to the ex- 
igence of each caſe. The opportunity of 


making every benefice an adequate proviſion 


for the Miniſter was unhappily and irretriev- 


ably loſt at the Reformation. The poverty 
of ſome livings therefore does not allow the 


reſidence of a diſtinct miniſter in all. The 


evil under ſuch circumſtances muſt however 
be remedied as far as it will admit. They 


| who accept a plurality of benefices are bound 


to divide their time and labours ; at leaſt, oc- 
caſionally to viſit each; and to compenſate. 
for their abſence by every method in their 
power ; eſpecially by the choice of a proper 
Curate. It is almoſt ſuperfluous to add that 


no motives ſhould influence this choice but: - 


the fitneſs of the perſon, and the 0 of your 


people. 


So many ſerious inconveniences accrue from 
the practice of introducing Curates from other 
dioceſes without teſtimonials, without notice, 

3 and 
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and without inſpection 


lowing 2 


Tn AT no Curate be employed: from ano- 


ther dioceſe unleſs the incumbent aſſure me 


under his hand that he is previouſly ſatisfied, 
from actual examination, with the teſtimonial 
and b of orders. 5 


bare mention will ſuggeſt the propriety of a 
Biſhop's being informed who ſerves every 
church in his dioceſe. His ignorance as to 
this point may be productive of the following 


conſequencesz men unequal to the duty; 


men of bad characters; nay, men unordain- 


ed, may officiate. Any precaution on this 
laſt head, one could have hoped needleſs, had 


not the frequent inſtances of impoſition ren- 
dered it neceſſary. | 


To obviete- the difficulties to which can- 


didates for orders are expoſed, from ignorance 
of the papers they are to tranſmit to me; and 


to 


of letters of Orders, 
that I muſt intreat your attention to the fol- 


| Now E, I. trult, can milconceive my in- 
tention in wiſhing to eſtabliſh this regulation, 
It is not only founded in law, but in the ob- 
vious advantages which reſult from it. The 
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to aſſiſt the inexperience of the younger 


Clergy, as to the modes of proceeding before 
and after inſtitution; previous to obtaining 


licences; and other points of a ſimilar nature; 
I have collected into one view, and printed 


for their uſe all the different requiſites, which 
either the law demands, or I expect. I have 


in this inſtance, as I pledge myſelf to do in 
every other, when in my power, conſulted 


the eaſe and convenience of my Clergy, by 


an endeavour to promote a ſpirit of order and 


regularity, without which no buſineſs, whe- 


ther public or Private can be carried on. 


Tur * and obſcurity i in which the evi- 
dence of ſome of the moſt inconteſtible and 


| cleareſt rights of the Clergy have occaſionally 
been involved, from the neglect of accurately 


making, and regularly depoſiting authentic 


terriers in The Biſhop's Regiſtry, has induced 


me to recommend and facilitate the 2 
of them up in a preſeribed form. The 


with which it may be done, and he ot 
your ſucceflors may poſſibly derive from lights 


you give, incline me to hope that you will 
readily comply with a requeſt which can have 


no motive but te aſcertaining your ip 


table clones, 
c 2 Tarr 


(Sh 


Tx reverſal by the Houſe of Lords of 
the judgments of the courts of Common 


Pleas and King's Bench; both of which held 
_ themſelves bound, in eooforinity to a ſeries 


of determinations, to pronounce general bonds 
of reſignation legal, is an event, on which I 
I cannot: but congratulate not only the whole 
body of the Clergy, but every friend to de- 
cency, every well-wiſher to religion of every 


perſuaſion. The limits to which 1 muſt con- 


fine myſelf will not permit me to enter into 
this ſubject in the preſent moment, further, 
than to touch upon the ſituation in which a 
general bond of reſignation might place the 
perſon who was ſo unadviſed as to give one. 
Though the queſtion previous to this deciſion 


Vas in fact a queſtion of conſcience and not of 


law, yet the long eſtabliſhed ſanction of Weſt- 
minſter Hall induced the preſentee too fre- 
quently to liſten to the reaſoning of his 
lawyer, and the authority of courts, rather 
than to the ſuggeſtions of his own mind, and 
the interpretations of his own underſtanding, 
with regard to the oath againſt Simony. 


Blinded by the flattering purſuit of immediate 


poſſeſſion of an unexpected benefice, oppreſ- 


' ſed perhaps by poverty, and urged by the 
calls of a numerous family, he did not conſi- 


der 
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der the guilt he incurred; foreſee the fu- 
ture inconveniencies to which he was expo- 
ſed; nor the penalties and the loſs of reputa- 
tion to which he was ſubject. From the in- 
ſtant he accepted inſtitution, fettered by a ge- 
neral bond, he was taken out of the protecti- 
on of the law; and inſtead of holding his 
benefice as a freehold, he held it at the arbi- 
trary will of another, on the terms of abſolute 
ſubmiſſion and implicit obedience, He was 
precluded from the diſcharge of many of the 
E 0 various duties incident to the miniſterial of- — 
fice; from the preaching doctrines which the | 
maſter of his fortune diſliked; from the in- „ 
culcating virtues which he never practiſed; 1 | 
from the reproof of vices to which he was no? 
toriouſly addicted; and who expected, in ad- | 3 
dition to all this, hu ſacrifice of every right, 1 5 
and every comfort which an unconditional pre- 
ſentation confers. But the moſt liberal con- 
ceſſions, and the moſt unbounded complian- 
ces were inſufficient to ſecure a permanent 
continuance in the living, the inſtant the pa- 
' tron wiſhed to enrich himſelf by the ſale. 
* He had then only to demand an immediate 
I avoidance, The wretched Clerk was com- 
pelled to ſubmit, and to return to his primæ- 
val poverty; bereaved of character, the ap- 
Probation of his own heart and the opinion | 
4 of the world. , mend 
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"Das it becomes me to haſten towards a 
concluſion ; intreating your pardon for having 
treſpaſſed thus long upon your time and pa- 
tience, and truſting that you will accept as 


an excule that I have only a triennial opportu- 
nity of delivering my ſentiments on thoſe ſub- 


jects which I conceive eſſentially to affect your 
credit and your intereſts _ 
Ins all that I have now ſubmitted to your 
conſideration, Reverend Brethren; in any 
meaſure I may hereafter purſue in the relation 
I have the honour to bear you, be perſuaded 
that I ſhall be actuated by no motive but an 
unaffected zeal for your ee the good of 
the Dioceſe, and the promotion of Religion. 


Your intereſts and mine are inſeparable ; and 


we ſhould unĩtedly cooperate in one common 
cauſe, the moral Improvement of mankind ; 


the diſcountenan ing of vice, the recommen- 
dation of virtue, with all the additional ad- 


vantages ſhe derives from the ſanctions of the 


Goſpel. 
Ir ever We Neid in the annals of 


this country, at which it was more peculiarly 


incumbent on the Clergy © to take heed to 


their ways,” it is the preſent. Shameleſs 2 
fligacy, avowed libertiniſm, infidelity, and 


alarming. — The only human means 


ſuperſtition in every ſhape- are making a molt 
by 


| 
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by which theſe actual evils may be EY 
or the impending miſchiefs which reſult from 
them averted, are the lives and the labours of 
the Clergy. If we conſider our reſpective fi- 
tuations in the Church as producing ſuch an 
income, on which we may live as laymen, 


without regarding the ſpiritual offices annex- 
ed, and for the conſcientious diſcharge of 
which it is the appointed recompenſe ; if by 


idleneſs and levity on the one hand; or an 


immoderate attachment to the emoluments of 


this life on the other, we appear to have re- 


linquiſhed all thoughts of a better, we ſhall 


forfeit the protection of heaven, and the eſ- 


teem of good men; while we- ſtand expoſed 
| to the attacks of the bad. 

Bur if we really feel, and act as if we felt, 
the principles of the Goſpel; if we adopt 
them into our lives and manners; form them 
into habits of Chriſtian virtue; make them 
the only rule of our conduct; forego any plea- 
ſure or any profit which may interfere with 
an uniform attention to the ſpiritual intereſts 
of our people; we may then reſt aſſured, that 
we ſhall have the univerſal reverence of man- 

kind, The virtuous will look up to us with 
_ reſpect as inſtruments in the hand of the Al- 


mighty, for the extenſion of his kingdom 
upon earth ; as is the bleſings of peace, 
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righteouſneſs and truth among our fellow 
creatures; the wicked, and the moſt hoſtile 
to the Goſpel and our order, will be com- 
pelled to confeſs our utility in exciting the 
hopes and alarming the fears of the multitude; 
that we ſtrengthen the authority of the ma- 
giſtrate; and promote the beneficial ends of 
civil regulation, and good government by the 
dread of a future retribution. 3 

Ir behoves us then, Reverend Brethren, 
to reflect moſt ſeriouſly on what we owe to 
our own people, to the world, to our own 
characters, to our profeſſion, and to God. 
Animated by theſe governing principles, we 
ſhall delight in a miniſtry which will prove a 
never failing ſource of internal comfort, 
ſpringing up in the mind, to cheer and relieve 
it under the preſſure of thoſe difficulties with 
which we muſt occaſionally ſtruggle ; but 
which we ſhall be enabled to ſurmount, by 
the grace of God; by the conſcious reflection 
of having done our beſt ; by the proſpect of 
that reward which we know will crown our 
moſt painful exertions in the glorious cauſe of 
religion ; and by the certainty of that ſtate 
of bliſs, which will continue uninterrupted | 
and increaſing when this ſcene, it's riches, 
it's pleaſures, and it's honours ſhall be no more. 
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